Pre-Planning your funeral

If you have ever been involved with planning a funeral service for a loved one, you will know how difficult it is to ensure you have complied with their wishes and remembered their most important achievements and specific facts about their life.  

The sure fact is we are all born and will all die and none of us know when it is our time to pass over.  That being said, what a wonderful gift it would be to put onto paper your wishes and save your loved ones from the anguish and worry of having to assume the things you would have wanted.  

Whatever your belief, whatever type of funeral service you would like simply print out this form, complete it, put it somewhere safe (preferably with your will) and make your loved ones aware that you have done so.

Please feel free to print out this form even if you do not attend our centre, it is designed to be of assistance at an emotionally difficult time, and we would be honoured to be of help to your family and friends in addition to those of our own members.

If your wishes change, simply shred the form and complete a new one!

The questions may seem direct but they need to be that way in order to ensure your wishes are carried out, when the time comes for you to pass over.  Please enter your answers clearly (print using black ink is best). 

N.B.  Throughout the form the word church has been used – if you wish to replace it with another place of worship please delete it and insert correct word.

* Delete where appropriate.

Click here to open the Pre-Planned Funeral Form then simply print it off, complete it and follow the instructions on the final page.  If you need assistance in completing it, please call into the Centre, where someone will be pleased to help you.

I have given much consideration to how I would like my funeral to be conducted, in order for my loved ones to be spared the anguish of doing so themselves.  I understand that when the time comes my loved ones may wish to change minor details to the funeral plan that I have arranged.

These are my wishes, which I would like carried out in the event of my death,  date ___ / ___ / ___

Signed ………………………………………Print name …………..…………………………………

Information for my family: -

I have life insurance, which is held with ………………………………...…….. the policy number is 

…………………………………….. The documents are kept ……....………………………………..

I have made a will, which is kept ……………………………………………………………………..

I have put money away for my funeral expenses, which is kept ……………………………………..

I would like the funeral directors …………………………………………………… to deal with my funeral arrangements

I would like mourners to: - *

a) Follow the traditional dress code

b) Wear whatever they feel comfortable in wearing 

c) Wear bright colours 

d) Wear ……………………………………………………… 

I would like * flowers / family flowers only / donations to …………………………………………

I would like my service to be: - *

a) A traditional ………………………………………….…… (religion) service 

b) Have slight religious references 

c) A non-religious service (with no prayers or hymns or religious readings)

I would like a wake to be held for * close friends and family / everyone at …………………………

Information for the funeral Directors: -

I would like to wear * my own clothes / a (white / blue / pink) gown

* I am happy for my family to choose my coffin / I would like my coffin to be of …………………

I would like ………. Cars for my loved ones use (if possible)

I would like to be: - 

a) Buried at …………………………………….

b) Cremated at …………………………………and my ashes ……………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

I would like a service at: - 

a) The Crematorium before the committal

b) ……………………………………………….. Church before The Committal at the Crematorium

c) The …………………………………….………… Church before The Committal at the graveside

d) The ………………………………….…………… Chapel before The Committal at the graveside

3) I would like the service & committal to be taken by: -

a) A minister from …………………………………………… Church ………….   …………(town) 

(If possible (name) …………………………………………………………………...………………)

b) A minister from the Crematorium

c) A minister from any church (of the denomination) …….…………………………………………..

d) Any minister my loved ones appoint

Information for the Minister / Person conducting the service: -

When I am brought into the * church / crematorium I would like the piece of music 

…………………………………………………... By …………………………………. to be playing

I would like: -  *

a) Everyone to follow the coffin   

b) My close family only to follow the coffin          

c) Everyone to be seated prior to my arrival

I would like the following reading(s) to be included in the service (attach to this form if possible): - 

1) Title - ………………………………………………………………………………….……………

Author …………………………………………………………………………………………………

I would like it to be read, if possible, by ………………………………….…………………………..

2) Title - ………………………………………………………………………………….……………

Author …………………………………………………………………………………………………

I would like it to be read, if possible, by …………………………………………………….………..

I would like a few words to be said about me in place of the second reading, if possible, by

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

I would like the following song(s) / Hymns(s) to be sang: -

1) Title ………………………………………………………………………………………………

By ……………………………………………………………………………………………………

2) Title ………………………………………………………………………………………………..

By ……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

At the end of the service I would like the following piece of music / song to be played: -

Title ……………………………………………………………………………………………………

By ……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

At spiritualist funerals it is usual for a candle to be lit to symbolize the loved ones transition into the realm of light (heaven).  A ribbon of the deceased’s favourite colour is usually tied around it.  

* I would like this symbolic gesture included in my funeral / Do not want this included in my funeral

(If yes) My favourite colour is …………………………………..

(If yes) I would like (name)……………………………………………………… to light the candle

At our Spiritualist funerals we use the following passage for the committal: -

           “Gentle spirit, please to come,


My life on earth is almost done,


Appear before my closing eye,


Tell me again I cannot die.


Here is my hand, please hold it fast,


Then with courage I will pass,


Across that bridge that’s built with love,


Into the summer lands above.”

(Summer Lands – refers to the heavenly realms)

Would you like this passage used for your committal?  * Yes / No

(If no) *

a) I will leave the committal passage to whoever conducts the service

b) I would like special words said – please see attached committal passage. (Attach your own words labelled committal passage to this form)

*I am happy for The Lords Prayer to be said during the service I would prefer *The Traditional Version / The Modern Version

In place of The Lords Prayer I would like the words attached to this form to be read (Please label – Words to be used in place of The Lords Prayer and attach to this form)

*I am happy for the person conducting the service to use prayers that he feels will comfort my loved ones / I do not want any prayers said during the service

About my life: -

I ask my family to note that there may have been additions to the family and/or my achievements along with other changes; since I completed this form therefore I ask that it be read carefully prior to handing it to the minister.

My full name is ………………………………………………………………………………………..

I prefer to be referred to throughout the service as …………………………………………………...

I was born in …………………………………………………………………………………………..

I had ……… brothers and ………. Sisters

Please write in order of age the names of your siblings, oldest to youngest, and insert the word ME where you came in the family: -

…………………………………….…………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Please write anything you would like mentioned about your childhood: -

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Please write a little about your working life / education / training: -

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Where and when did you meet your wife/husband/partner: -

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

How many children do you have (please write their names below in order – eldest to youngest): -

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

How many grand-children/great grandchildren do you have (please write their names below in order – eldest to youngest): -

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Are there any other family members you would like mentioned in the service e.g. in-laws, if so please write their names and relationship to you below: -

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Please write any special memories/stories from your family life that you would like mentioned: -

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Do you have any special friends that you would like mentioned, if yes write their name and the reason below: -

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Please write about your hobbies: -

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Please write about your achievements and proudest moments: -

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Please write about your beliefs / faith (if appropriate): -

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Please write about anything else that you would like to be included in your service (use additional sheets of paper if required): -

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Final notes: -

Please put ensure that you read through this form, make any corrections (initial corrections), attach any readings, words etc that you have chosen, put all the information in an envelope, address the envelope – To Be Opened In The Event Of My Death – from (your name) …………………, place it in a safe place and most importantly INFORM your loved ones of its existence.

Many people also choose to leave letters to their loved ones – these should be put in the same place.

You have now completed something that will be of great comfort to your loved ones, when the time comes for you to pass on, it is a precious gift.  

Now seems an appropriate time to evaluate your life…The most precious gifts we have in life are love and friendship – If you can’t love why not live and let live! If you can’t say something nice say nothing at all... all! Life is so short live it wellyou never know what life has in store or when it is going to end...it can be a struggle...it can be a joy...but one thing is for sure it often ends all too soon, before long the dance of life is over...sometimes without warning, so make the most of it while you can...Put things right with those you love, let grudges go, make amends, put your ‘house’ in order, then you can enjoy the gift of life!  Put your efforts into love not hate, don’t make other people cry when you could make them laugh!  Don’t put off things that you want to do…follow your dreams…this is your life live it well! 

God Bless You!

Love and light   

Wendy Sartain and all at D.S.C.C.

o love not hate, why make other people cry when you can make them laugh!
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